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Baptist  Convention  Board. 

The  assembly  bore  the  brunt 
of  Katrina's  powerful  winds 
and  32-foot  surge  as  the  storm 
made  landfall  on  August  29, 

2005.  The  assembly's  building 
were  reduced  either  to  rubme 
or  stripped  down  to  metal  and 
concrete  frameworks. 

The  Conference  Ministries 
Study  Committee  has  been 
appointed  to  study  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  Gulfshore  Assembly 
and  to  explore  all  possibilities 
related  to  conference  min¬ 
istries  in  Mississippi. 

"The"  committees  visit  to 
Gulfshore  was  emotional  for  all 
of  us.  Pictures  do  not  do  justice 
to  the  impact  of  the  storm  on 
Gulfshore,  and  the  damage  sus¬ 
tained  thm,"  said  Larry  Otis, 
committee  chairman  and  former 
mayor  of  Tupelo.  Otis  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo. 

Otis  and  committee  mem¬ 
bers  closely  inspected  the  main  •  Buddy  Huff,  a  Jackson  helped  construct  the  Patterson  ing  nc 

OMnplex,  whicn  lost  the  walls  banker  ana  member  of  First  Place  meeting  facility  at  Camp  requiren 

and  contents  of  the  bottom  two  Church,  Jackson.  Garaywa.  flood  le> 

floors  and  suffered  significant  •  Bill  Hurt,  pastor  of  First  •  Uoyd  Sweatt,  pastor  of  to  the  i 

dama«  to  the  dtird/top  floor.  Church,  Natchez.  Meadowood  Church,  Amory.  Baptists. 

Keuy  Auditorium  and  file  •  B<^by  Kirk,  a  farmer  and  He  is  a  member -of  The  Otis  s 

adjacent  swimming  pool  sus-  member  of  Roundaway  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  mittee  1 

tained  major  damage,  and  the  Church,  Doddsville.  He  cur-  Board  and  die  diairman  of  the  ~  persons 

staff  housing  complex  has  rently  serves  as  secretary  of  board's  executive  committee.  ~  Mississi 

been  tom  down  due  to  struc-  the  executive  committee  of  •  Betty  Davis,  immediate  tion 

tural  damam.  All  ottier  build-  the  Mississippi  Baptist  past  president  of  the  (www.n 

ings  owned  by  the  convention  Convention  Board.  Mississippi  Wonum's  Mission-  Conferei 

were  completely  destroyed.  •  Dell  Scoper,  member  of  ^  Union  and  member  of  Fint  Commit 

Among  the  committee  First  Church,  Laurel.  Scoper  Church,  McComb.  \  input  oi 

members  who  joined  Otis  on  served  as  chair  of  the  Building  Other  Conference  Miiustires  commit! 

the  trip  to  Gul^ore  were:  Development  Committee  that  Study  Conunittee  members  are:  "We  < 


BAPTISTS 


IN  PRAYER  —  Members  of  the  Conference  Ministries  Study  Committee  pause  to  pray  on 
March  7  in  front  Of  the  destroyed  Kelly  Auditorium  on  the  campus  of  Gulfshore  Assembly  hear 
Pass  Christian.  The  committee  was  on  a  fact  finding  tour  of  the  facility,  which  is  owned  by  the 
Missis^pi  Baptist  Convention  Board  and  was  $)estroyed  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in  late  August 
2005.  Tne  committee  has  been  appointed  the  task  of  formulatine  a  proposal  that  will  position 
Mississippi  Baptists'  conference  ministries  for  the  21st  century.  (Pnoto  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Study  committee  seeking  input 

-  On  August  29,  Hurricane  Katrina  strudc  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  and  a 
devastation  througlKMit  the  state.  The  Mississippi  Baptik  Convention  Board 
committed  to  rebuikliitt  diurches  and  lives  across  Mississippi  One  local 
Katrina's  full  fury  is  Ifcnderson  Point  near  Pass  Christian,  ioi^time  site 
Assembly.  As  a  result  of  this  damage,  the  2005  President  of  the  MMss^ 


1)  unmediai 


inistries  in  Mississuppi.  Lsny  Otis,  former  Mayor  of  Hypelo,  is  servingas  committee  chairman. 
As  they  continue  their  study,  the  MDCB  Conference  Mmistries  Study  Committee  welcomes  your 
M^ts  regarding  conference  ministries  in  Mississippi  Go  to  wwwjxibcb.orK  and  clicK  on 
mleience  Miniames  StucW  Committee.  If  you  encountn  difficulties  with  submitting  online,  you 
ly  choose  to  mail  your  mougfits  to.^Mia(rissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Attn:  Confermoe 
inistries  Study  Committee,  p!q  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205<0630. 


The  face  of  the  enemy 


The  placement  of  his  body  in  the 
dump  was  no  accident;  rather  it 
was  a  fiiuil  si^  of  his  captors'  dis¬ 
respect  for  hun  and  his  ChristiSn- 
based  mission  of  peace. 

Nothing  is  presently  known  of 
the  fate  of  Fox's  friends  Loney, 
Sooden,  and  Kimber. 

Perhaps  now,  through  the 
senseless  killing  of  this  good  man 
who  wanted  nothing  nnore  than 
peace  aiKl  justice  for  ttw  Iraqi  p^ 
pie,  we  will  come  fobe-to-face  with 
the  reality  of  Satan's  harKliwork  in 
Iraq  and  around  the  world. 

These  so-called  insurgents 
were  not  indigent  tribesmen  in 
South  America  who  knew  no  bet¬ 
ter.  These  were  calculating  terror¬ 
ists  making  a  political  statement 
with  a  man's  life,  Islamic  funda¬ 
mentalists  who  likely  shouted 


Tom  Fox  was,  by  all 
accounts,  a  peai^ful  man. 

As  a  matter  oHact,  the  for¬ 
mer  U  S.  Marine  Band  clarinetist 
had  made  peace  his  life  work. 

A  Quaker  who  traveled  to  the 
far  reaches  of  the  globe  for  the 
cause  of  peace.  Fox  arrived  in 
Baghdad  last  year  as  part  of  a 
Christian  Peace  Team  sent 
there  to  protest  the 
war  and  call  attention 
to  ordinary  Iraoi  citi¬ 
zens  being  held  as 
detainees  with  beine 
formally  charged 
with  a  crime. 

This  is  what  he  did, 
and  not  only  against  the 
war  in  Iraq.  He  was 
against  all  war  and  all 
oppression  everywhere, 
and  he  put  feet  to  his 
convictions.  He  wasn't 
Southern  Baptist  and 

while  we  may  not  agree  with  his  For  a  while,  ^«re  were  videotaped  snip-  We  must  understand  that  our  wa 
political  views  or  his  methods  of  pets  of  Fox  arxl  his  captive  cohorts  broadcast  enemy,  Satan,  daily  ccmtinues  his  dark  w 
calling  attention  to  what  he  consid-  on  Arab  satellite  networks.  The  tapes  trailed  around  the  world,  seeking  whom  he  wc 
ered  to  be  injustices,  he  was  a  however,  and  nothing  was  heard  from  devour  (1  Peter  5:8)  and  mose  he  will  gl 
Christian  and  a  man  who  believed  tiie  four  activists  for  some  time.  Then,  arwth-  ly  destroy  —  including  every  one  of  us. 
he  was  following  God's  will.  er  tape  appeared  last  week  showing  ttuee  of  We  must  grasp  how  much  people  aroi 

He  was  abducted  the  day  after  the  four  hostages.  Tom  Fox  was  missing  frwn  the  vvorld  new  me  Gospel,  and  how  im| 
Thanksgiving  last  year  by  a  group  of  the  video,  and  terrorism  observers  botii  tant  it  is  that  we  reach  tt>em  before  it  is 
Islamic  fundan^taust  insurgents  calling  inside  and  outside  the  U.  S  government  saw  late.  We  must  understand  and  take  seri( 
themselves  the  "Swords  of  Ri^teousness.'*  that  as  an  disturbing  development.  ly  this  daunting  (^position  to  our  oh 

Taken  along  with  Fox  wtere  fellow  peace  Tom  Fox's  body  was  found  on  March  9  ence  (Matthew  28:1^20).  There  may  no 
activists  James  Loney,  age  41,  Harmeet  in  a  filthv  garbage  dump  just  outside  much  time  left,  so  let  us  not  be  deterred, 
Sin^  Sooden,  age  32,  "both  of  Canada,  and  Baghdad.  He  Md  been  shot  m  tt>e  head  and  The  time  is  now.  The  place  is  the  wo 
Bri&h  Baptist  Nforman  Kimber,  age  74.  chest,  and  his  body  showed  signs  of  torture.  Tom  Fox  understood  that.  We  should,  t 
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and  those  individuals  who  are 
not  sincere  in  titeir  desire  for 
help,  our  charge  is  to  be 
Christlike  in  the  way  we  help 
others.  Again,  we  ought  to  state 
our  case  yet  with  gentleness 
and  reverence  (1  Peter  3:15). 

We  will  have  opportunities 
to  meet  this  need,  as  the  need 
is  great.  Our  next  generation  is 
overwhelmed  with  this  plight. 
The  U.  S.  [department  of 
Justice  reports  tnat  in  2004, 
70.6%  of  nigh  school  seruors 
used  drugs  or  alcohol  during 
the  12  months  preceding  the 
survey.  Likewise,-34.3%  erf  this 
group  admitted  to  using  mari- 
|uana  or  other  illicit  substances 
m  the  subject  12-month  period. 

Perhaps  even  more  troubling 
are  statistics  from  researcher 
George  Bama.  He  reports  that 
17%  of  all  adults  do  not  consid¬ 
er  it  immoral  to  use  drugs  not 
prescribed  by  a  medical  doctor, 
lb  prove  my  earlier  point  that 
many  Christians  have  buried 
their  heads  in  the  sand  on  this 
issue,  Bama  has  also  stated  that 
ir  obligatiirfi  six  percent  of  evangelical 
ersuaoe  otti-  Christiar^  and  11%_  of  bom 
:an  be  filled  again  Christians  likewise 
relationship  believe  there  is  nothing 
Savior  Jesus  immoral  about  using  dmgs  n<rf 
always  be  prescribed  by  a  meoical  o^tor. 
iefense  that  We  must  join  together, 
Jit  way,  the  become  educated  and  make 
15).  ready  our  defense  in  the  love  of 

en  opportu-  Jesus  Christ.  I,  for  one,  will  be 
to  people  eternally  grateful  for  my  loving 
Idiction  and  grand  momer  who  welcomed 
it  remember  and  met  her  Biblical  charge. 


Editor's  note:  March  14  is 
Substance  Abuse  Prex}ention 
Sunday  across  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

r’JTie  Writing  of  this  article  is 
I  providential,  as  I  have 
JL  recently  celebrated  18 
years  of  freedom  from  alco- 
noUsm  and  drug  addiction. 

I  write  that  introductory 
sentence  with  curiosity  over 
the  reaction  which  would 
have  come  from  members  of 
our  faith  50  years  ago,  20 
years  ago,  or  even  today.  The  natural  inclination  of  as  well  as  Scripture  and  prayer. 

As  we  know,  the  perception  many  Chri^ians  is  to  avoid  prob-  Armed  with  tiiese  weapons,  our 

among  both  non-bebevers  and  lems  sudi  as  drug  addiction  alto-  *■  "' - '  ‘ — 

believers  struggling  with  sin  is  Our  lives  are  built  around 

that  they  will  k  judged  harshly  ramily,  church  activities,  and 
for  their  shortcomings  by  work.  While  this  paradigrn  may 
Christians.  My'personal  expen-  be  healthy  and  even  Biblical,  it 
ence  is  to  the  contrary.  I  recall,  can  result  all  too  often  in  a 
for  example,  admitting  my  drug  Christian  cocoon.  That  is,  otiier 
addiction  to  my  grandmotiier, 
who  at  that  time  was  in  her  70s 
and  tile  most  devout  Christian  I 
knew.  The  love  and  understand¬ 
ing  she  expressed  to  me  was 
overwhelmmg.  The  forgiveness 
of  Christ  was  exemplified 
throu^  her  actions  Qirfin  13:15). 

In  later  years,  her  Godly 
reaction  to  my  startling  news 
was  a  major  factor  in  my  sal¬ 
vation  experience.  Thus,  my 
own  personal  experience  does 
not  support  tne  common 
(judgmental)  criticism  used 
often  against  Christians. 

However,  what  I  have  found 
more  often  is  that  we  as 
believers  struggle  with  pre¬ 
vention  of,  or  fmding  Biblical 
solutions  for,  drug  addiction 
and  alcoholism. 
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The  Missnsippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Executive  Coounittee 
affirmed  a  Convention-appointed  special  committee  plan  omceming  the 
sale  of  the  campus  of  Clarice  CoU^^,  the  former  Baptist-owned  junior 
college  in  Newton,  to  Three  Springs,  Inc. 


A  statement  acknowledging  theological  diversity  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  adopted  by  the  SBC  Peace  Committee.  It 
is  "a  prediction  on  which  we  can  attempt  to  build  relationships 
through  uduch  and  by  which  we  can  do  missions  together,'*  according  to 
committee  chairman  Charles  Fuller. 


Joe  Abrams,  pastes  of  Shumialak  Church,  accepts  the  call  to  serve 
associate  in  ffie  Thuning  llnicm  Department  of  the  Mississippi 


as  assp^te^in  ffie  Thuning 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Suspected  church  arsonists  arrested  in  Ala. 


BIRMINGHAIH,  Ak.  (BP)  — - 

Law  enforcement  ofiBci^  an¬ 
nounced  on  March  8  the  arrests 
of  three  men  in  connectkxi  with 
a  string  of  Alabama  church  fires 
that  had  terrorized  the  state 
since  early  February 

The  three  men  are  Benjamin 
Nathan  Moseley,  19,  of 
Birmingham,  Ala;  Russell  Lee 
Debusk  Jr.,  19,  of  Hoover,  Ala.; 
aitd  Matthew  Lee  Ckwd,  20,  of 
btdian  Springs,  Ala.  According 
to  press  reports,  Moseley  and 
EkBusk  are  students  at 
Birmingham-Southern  College 
aiKl  Ck^d  is  a  ^udent  at  tm 
University  of  Alabanui. 

Officials  filed  crimiiuiPtom- 
plaints  against  the  three  men  in 
connection  with  arson  at  nine 
Baptist  church  fires  in  February. 

Four  of  the  nine  were  Southern 
Baptist.  It  is  not  krmwn  if  r^- 
ciais  believe  the  men  ate  con¬ 
nected  with  a  10th  church  fire 
that  was  set  in  late  February. 

Alabama  Gov.  Bob  Riley 
called  it  a  "good  day  for 
Alabanui"  atKl  praised  investi¬ 
gators  for  working  ti^^ether. 

"[WJe  believe  mis  is  an  isolat-  South 
ed  incident,"  Riley  said  at  a  pastor  ol 
news  conference.  "We  don't  ^^35  gud 
think  ffiat  there  is  any  type  of 
conspiracy  against  organized 
religion  or  against  the  Baptists  ...  [or] 
against  religious  beliefs  in  particular." 

He  added:  "Alabama  and  all  of  the 
faith-based  communities  in  this  state  can 
rest  a  little  easier."  - — 

Five  church  fires  were  set  late  Feb.  2,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  another  four  late  Feb.  6. 

.  According  to  a  nine-page  criminal  com¬ 
plaint  filed  in  US  district  court,  fire  tracks 
tburtd  at  the  scene  of  the  church  fires  even¬ 
tually  led  investigators  to  the  three  men. 
The  tire  tracks  were  consistent  wiffi  the  tire 
tracks  found  on  Cloyd's  green  2000  Toyota 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  President  Bobby  Welch  (right)  prays  with  Duane  %ffiliep  (center), 
pastor  of  Rehobeth  Church,  and  Ala.  Gov.  Bob  Riley  in  front  what  was  left  of  the  church  after  it 
was  gutted  by  fire  Feb.  3.  (BP  photo  by  Doug  Roge^Alabama  State  Board  Missions) 


"Moseley  said  fiuit  after  they  set  fire  to 
the  first  two  churches  they  saw  fire  trucks 
driving  by.  Moseley  said  that  after  tluit, 
burning  tne  other  mree  churches  became 
too  spemtaneous,"  the  complaint  said. 

The  first  two  fires  that  ^t  night  appar¬ 
ently  were  to  Rehobeth  Church  and  Asnby 
Church,  both  Southern  Baptist  churches. 
Both  were  destroyed. 

According  to  the  document,  all  three 
men  were  involved  the  first  night  and 
had  been  hunting  deer.  DeBusk  lucked  in 
the  door  on  two  of  the  churches,  the 


work  toward  the  goal  of  helping*  the 
churches  ccxne  to  a  fiul  recovery  from  these 
terrible  circumstances  whidi  ffiey  have 
experienced,"  he  said  in  a  statement.  "Our 


4Runner,  which  is  registered  in  his  nmth-  complaint  said.  On  the  final  night,  Feb.  prayers  are  with  these  church  families  as 

1 _ ^  i  —  l..  ka _ I _ 1  _  ft-./-  _ .L  ‘  r  .  »  •  •. 


er's  name,  according  to  the  complaint. 
In^ressions  of  the  tire  tracks  were  found  at 
six  of  the  churches,  the  complaint  said. 

doyd  told  an  unidentified  witness  in  the 
complamt  that  he  and  Moseley  "did  it  as  a 
joke  and  it  got  out  of  hand,"  m  comfrfaint 
said.  Officials  interviewed  Moseley  and 
DeBusk,  boffi  of  whom  admitted  to  bemg 
involved,  according  to  the  complaint.  | 


6,  only  Moseley  and  Cloyd  were 
involveid,  it  said.  Those  four  churches  in 
the  western  part  of  the  state  "were 
burned  as  a  diversion  to  throw  investi¬ 
gators  off,"  the  complaint  said. 


fiiey  plan  for  the  future.  As  bdievers  we 
are  confident  that  good  can  crane  frran  bad 
events.  What  others  meant  for  harm,  our 
Lord  can  use  for  His  good  purposes." 

Alabama  Attraney  General -Troy  King 


Rick  Lance,  ^ecufive  director  of  the  said  he  was  "very,  very  proud 
Alabama  Baptist  Slate  Board  of  k^ssions,  said  enforcement  officii 


of  law 


the  state  convention  has  "fuU  faith  in  the  thor¬ 
oughness  of  the  law  enforcement  officials  as 

to  how  they  have  han¬ 
dled  the  investigation 
process. 

"We  continue  to 


"What  they  have  done  is  ju^  good,  old- 
fiehioned  police  wcKk,"  he  said.  "Bemuse 
of  their  work,  what  we  have  today  is  a 
reign  of  tenor  that  has  gripped  rural 
Alabama  and  fiias]  riveted  me  eyes  of  the 
nation  tnpon  Alabama...  coming  to  an  end." 


eted  me  ^es  of  the 
.  coming  to  an  end." 


DeVille  classic  on  DVD 

KAhlSAS  cnx  Kml  (BP)  —  C>dl  Bw  DeMyfe's  Orar-wi^ 
'niiw  daasic.  The  Commandments,  debuted  as  a  thice-disc 
oolleclor's  editian  DVD  on  March  21  from  Paramount  Home 
Tfideo.  Nominaled  for  six  Acadenre  Awards  and  winner 
best  special  effects,  DeMiBe's  19M  remidoe  stars  Charllan 
Heaton  as  Moses  leading  God's  chosen  people  fimm  an 
enslaved  exislenoe  in  Egypt  to  freedom  in  the  Promiatd  Land. 
Tfiil  Brynner  costais  as  ffie  Riaraoh  who  needed  a  great  deal  of 
convincing,  before  allowing  the  Israelites  lo  flee.  Rfaned  in 
EgyptanomeShudwithoneafthebiggestselseveroonstnicl- 
eofor  a  motion  pi^m  and  tnik  a  canra fltousanda,  ttie newty 
restored  and  remastered  bfoBcal  c>ic  has  a  rare  o^ecrem  intr^ 
dudfon  by  Cecil  B.  D^ADe  himsdf,  is  enhanced  by  a  Doliy 
surround  stereo  soundtrack,  and  features  a  oonunentsay  Iw 


Katherine  Orriaon  —  author  of  Written  in  Stone:  Middiw  Cedi 
B.  OeMUe's  l^pic,  the  Ten  ComnumdmentSi  Hei^ileneaDy  the 
depictions  of  tda^pies,  the  partiM  of  (he  Red  Sea  and  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  tabm  containing  God's  Hofy  Commandments, 


the  22(Vmlnute  extravaganza  moves  along  with  a  satisfying 
pace  and  a  standout  performance  by  Henan.  The  3-diac  set 
contains  ffie  original  1923  silent  version,  also  directed  by 
DehBlle,anAthere  are  extras  indudfogasfcr-partdocumentaiy. 


one  of  thoee  padfiefs  on  a  reel 
just  to  pull  it  out,  hand  it  to 
than,  and  say,  nius  ou^t  to 
take  care  of  your  need." 

Years  ago  I  knew  some  folks 
who  were  members  of  a 
church,  and  they  got  terribly 
upset  because  someone  gave 
the  church  a  brand  new  van. 
What  they  were  perturbed 
about  was  the  fact  that  the 
church  had  not  voted  on 
accepting  the  van,  and  they 
thought  that  die  church  ov^t 
to  reject  die  gift.  Well,  bfes 
your  heart,  they  created 
enough  commotion  that  diey 
did  vote,  and  diey  voted  not  to 
accept  the  van.  In  addition  to 
their-Bctions  not  being  terribly 
smart,  it  was  also  terribly 


^t  times,  people  who  know 
the  Lord  experience  a  discon¬ 
nect  between  their  doctrine  and 
their  disposition.  Doctrine  is 
vitally  im'^rtant  in  the 
Christian  life  because  it  encom¬ 
passes  commitment  to  the 
Word  of  God  and  what  it  teach¬ 
es  to  the  degree  that  those 
teachings  possess  us  and  are 
seen  in  us.  It  is  belief  that  is  lit¬ 
erally  translated  into  behavior. 

All  of  us  live  just  moments 
away  from  somediing  happen¬ 
ing,  Deing  what  we  would  pre- 
f^  not  to  be,  and  acting  m  a 
way  that  we  later  regret 
because  it  is  not  who  we  are  or 
who  we  truly  want  to  be. 

You  may  be  driving  home 
from  a  Bible  study  where  the  they  were 
doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  around  me. 
being  explained.  In  that  instruc¬ 
tive  setting  you  came  to  know  six  children.  Sure  -  enough, 
that  the  sjpuit  of  God  could  down  the  aisle  Urey  came 
come  and  take  control  of  the  directly  toward  me. 
anger  that  may  flare  up  in  us, 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississipfx  Baptist  Convention  Board 


waited  for  the  hours  ahead,  kmd  of  acceptance  that  basical- 
Everybody  was  not  on  board  ly  indicated  it  was  tK>t  always 
yet,  and  so  we  sat  there  as  more  mat  way,  but  it  was  that  d^. 
and  more  people  came.  When  I  said  to  Ure  young  fught 
tire  plaire  was  almost  full,  oire  attendant,  "Don  i  you  wish 
last  group  of  folks,  a  family,  everybody  who  gets  onjkrard 
came  on  the  plane.  1  knew  smilra  as  he  does?,"  rsning 
when  they  came  down  the  aisle  to  the  littie  cMre-year-olD.  The 
going  to  be  sitting  flight  attendant  replied,  "Do  1 
It  was  a  large  fami-  ever!  You  just  would  not 
ly  —  a  man,  his  wife,  and  their  believe  how  some  people  — 

grown  people  —  act."  1  said, 
’'ReaUyf"  He  said,  "Really!"  He 
They  began  went  on  to  tell  me  that  one  day 
to  help  the  children  get  mto  the  he  came  to  work  with  one  of 
emTOwer,  and  enable  us  to  deal  seats  where  they  were  sup-  these  clip-on  paciflers  that  you 
wim  wrongs.  On  the  way  home  posed  to  be.  They  were  beside  can  pull  out,  extend,  and  recoil, 
some  driver  may  do  a  Uiought-  nre,  behiiKl  me,  and  in  front  of  He  said  that  he  planned  to  wear 
less  tiling  and  suddenly  your  me.  I  knew  we  were  about  to  be  it  and  when  somebody  started 
emotions  overwhelm  you,  locked  in  this  little  capsule  for  whining  and  fussing  about 
resulting  in  unkind  and  even  hours  together.  Now  these  were  some  littie  trivial  thing  he  was 
unchristian  behavior,  but  all  is  not  young  adults.  These  were  just  going  to  puU  it  out  and 
not  lost  because  tire  same  Spirit  aU  children,  the  younrost  being  hand  it  to  the  person.  The  air- 
of  God,  who  gives  strength  to  a  one-year-old  boy.  Ine  plane  line  that  he  worked  for  wasn't 
overcome  those  tilings,  comes  took  off  and  the  time  began  to  in  agreement  with  his  clever 
alongside,  points  out  the  fail-  pass.  I  waited  for  them  to  get  idea  and  so  he  never  used  it, 
ure,  and  even  shows  a  different  agitated,  or  irritated,  or  for  but  he  said  there  were  many 
respcwise.  You  will  face  some  of  some  or  one  of  them  to  times  he  wanted  to  use  it. 
the  same  kind  of  .moments  explode.  Hour  after  hour  Probably  all  of  us  some- 
again  in  the  future,  and  the  passed  and  nothing  happened,  where,  sometime,  either  at  our 
Lord  win  be  there  to  help  you.  In  fact,  several  flours  later  job  or  home,  at  school,  or  even 
Sometimes  we  pricle  our-  when  we  arrived  at  oiir  desti-  at  church  have  needed  one  of 
selves  in  being  doctrinally  pure  nation  nothing  at  all  had  taken  those  pacifiers.  It  may  have 
and  biblically  correct,  but  we  place.  The  mottier  held  the  little  never  nappened  to  you,  but 
too  often  display  something  one-year-old  most  of  the  time,  there  have  been  a  couple  of 
that  is  contrary  to  what  we  say  and  all  he  ever  did  was  just  times  when  1  have  been  talking 
we  believe.  Our  doctrine  and  smile  and  giggle.  As  we  arrived  to  some  church  folks  about 
our  disposition  do  not  match  at  our  destination,  I  comment-  something  so  small,  so  insignif- 
up.  Recently,  1  had  gotten  on  an  ed  to  the  dad  and  the  mom  icant,  so  absolutely  unimpor- 
airplane  and  was  facing  a  Icxig  about  what  great  kids  they  had.  tant,  and  I  wishecl  that  1  had 


)esus  Christ 

Requests  the 

Honor  of 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  fdlamng  prayer 
unth  Cod  in  your  oum  uvrds: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


Heahh  or  Medicare  S^jplement 
Insurance  Too  Expensive? 

Call  tolf  free  today  ...  We  can  help! 

-  'Affordable  health  coverage  for  individuals  or  families 
Medicare  supplement  coverage  irKluding  those  on  disability  medicare 


“But'as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (john  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churen  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Hutton  Insurance 

...  Wb  Can  Help! 
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Friday,  Aped  7dt 

7:00pM. 

ncketK  $10  I 

For  tickets  dl6QN42'M64. 
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. .  B  abortion  pressure 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Wal- 
Mart,  the  world's  largest  retail¬ 
er,  has  dealt  a  blow  to  pro-life 
Americans.  The  retail  giant 
atuioimced  March  3  that  all  of 
its  pharmacies  would  begin 
stocking  Plan  B,  an  "emergency 
contraceptive"  with  abortion- 
causing  properties.  Wal-Mart 
had  been  the  largest  chain  store 
that  did  not  sell  the  controver¬ 
sial  drug  nationwide  before  its 
policy  reversal,  which  will  take 
effect  March  20. 

The  action  followed  deci¬ 
sions  by  two  states  requiring 
Plan  B  to  be  sold  in  Wal-Mart 
stores  and  a  campaign  by  abor- 
titm  rights  orgaruzations  calling 
for  a  policy  orange. 

Wal-Mart's  decision  means 
at  least  dre  top  four  sellers  of 

Ehahnaceutical  products  in  the 
iruted  States  aO  stock  Plan  B. 
In  2004,  Walgreen  ranked  first 
in  pharmacy  sales,  witfr  CVS, 
Wal-Mart  arrd  Rite  Aid  in  order 
from  second  to  fourth,  accord¬ 
ing  (o  the  National  Association 
of  Chain  Drug  Stores. 

The  Wal-Mart  action  will 
reduce  dramatically  options 
for  some  pro-life  Americans 
who  seek  to  shop  at  pharma¬ 
cies  that  do  not  sell  "emer¬ 
gency  contrac^tives."  With 
more  than  3,0(W  pharmacies 
nationwide,  Wal-Mart  operates 
in  some  communities  where 
there  are  few  alternatives. 

Plan  B,  as  well  as  another 
"morning-after"  pill  known  as 
Preven,  is  basically  a  heavier 
dose  of  birth  control  pills. 
Under  the  regimen,  a  woman 
takes  two  pills  within  72 
hours  of  sexual  intercourse 
and  another  dose  12  hours 
later.  The  "morning-after"  pill 
not  only  works  to  restrict  ovu¬ 


lation  in  a  woman,  but  it  can 
act  after  conception,  thereby 
causing  an  abortion,  pro-lifers 
point  out.  The  method  can 
block  implantation  of  a  tiny 
embryo  in  the  uterine  wall. 

Piwously;  Wal-Mart  stocked 
Plan  B  only  in  its  pharmacies  in 
Illinois  and  Massachusetts, 
where  it  was  required.  The  Wal- 
Mart  announcement  of  its  polky 
change  came  less  than  three 
weeks  after  the  Massachusetts 
Board  of  Registration  in 
Pharmacy  voted  Feb.  14  to 
require  to  chain  to  stock  the 
product  After  TO  Massachusetts 
action,  Wal-Mart  said  it  was  re¬ 
evaluating  its  policy  nationwide. 

Connecticut  Attorney 
General  RichaffI  Blumenthal 
ruled  March  2  that  state's  insur¬ 
ance  plan  for  its  188,000 
employees  and  retirees  should 
not  cover  prescrmtions  at  Wal- 
Mart  imless  the  chain  stocks  the 
"morning-after"  pill,  the 
Associate  Press  report^. 

"We  expect  more  states  to 
require  us  to  sell  emergency 
contraceptives  in  months 
ahead,"  said  Ron  Co'miuk, 
Wal-Mart's  vice  president  of 
pharmacy  in  a  written 
release.  "Because  of  this,  and 
the  fact  that  this  is  [approved 
by  the  U.S.  Food  ana  Drug 
Administration],  we  feel  it  is 
difficult  to  justify  being  the 
country's  only  major  pharma¬ 
cy  chain  not  selling  it. 

"This  decision  has  been 
made  after  careful  considera¬ 
tion  and  in  the  belief  that  we 
are  doing  what  is  best  for  the 
business,  while  respecting  our 
individual  associates." 

A  Wal-Mart  spokesperson 
told  Baptist  Press  March  6  the 
company  would  not  be  granti- 
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ng  interviews  or  making  fur¬ 
ther  comments  on  the  decision. 
Wal-Mart  did  announce  it 
would  continue  to  permit  phar¬ 
macists  who  conscientiously 
object  to  filling  prescriptions 
for  Plan  B  to  rerer  customers  to 
another  pharmacist  or  pharma- 

except  where  such  a  policy 
is  gainst  the  law. 

Douglas  Scott,  president  of 
Life  Decisions  International, 
said  Wal-Mart's  executives  had 
chosen  to  "turn  their  backs  on 
American  families." 

"It  is  up  to  the  pro-family 
movement  to  let  Wal-Mart 
know  that  the  decision  is  not  in 
its  best  interest  from  eiTOr  a 
moral  or  business  perspective," 
Scott  said  in  a  written  release. 
"No  company  that  chooses  to 
sell  such  a  ccmtroversial  and 
deadly  substance  should  be 
given  a  free  ride." 

Abortion-rights  leaders 
applauded  Wal-Mart's  deci¬ 
sion  to  sell  Plan  B  but  criti¬ 
cized  its  maintenance  of  a 
conscientious  objection  poli- 


Planned 
Federation 
(PPFA),  in 


cy.  "Stocking  E.C.  [the  emer- 

fgency  contraceptive]  is  a 
DocI  first  step,''  said  Cecile 
ichards,  president  of 
Planned  Parenthood 

Federation  of  America 
(PPFA),  in  a  written  state¬ 
ment,  "but  women  need  to^ 
know  they  can  get  their  con-* 
traceptive  prescriptions  filled 
immediately  at  Wal-Mart." 

PPFA,  the  NatiOTial  Oigan- 
ization  for  Women,  fcod  N  ARAL 
Pro-choice  Ametica  applied 
pressure  to  Wal-Mart,  with 
NARAL  sendTO  TO  company 
more  TOn  31,(X)0  petitions. 

Illinois  began  me  state  pres¬ 
sure  on  Wal-Mart  to  change  its 
policy  on  "emergency  contracep¬ 
tives''  last  year  whm  Gov.  Rod 
Blagojevich,  a  Democrat,  ordered 
Plan  b's  sale  in  all  pharmacies. 

The  FDA  has  approved  pre¬ 
scription  use  of  both  Plan  B  and 
Preven.  The  FDA  is  considering 
whether  to  permit  over-the- 
counter  sale  of  Plan  B  without  a 
prescription  to  women  16  years 
of  age  and  older. 


Transportation  options  to, 
during  SBC  announced 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Good  options  are  available  for 
both  airiine  and  automotive  travel  to  TO  Southern  Baptist 
Cbnvention's  2006  annual  meeting  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  )(4m  R. 
Oack)  l^^lkerson,  vice  president  tor  business  and  finaoke  and 
convention  manager  of  TO  SBC  Executive  Committee,  has  noted. 

I^^Ikerson  saia  air  travel  for  TO  SBC's  June  13-14  sessions  in 
the  Greensboro  Coliseum  can  be  arranged  eiTOr  for 
Greensboro's  Pktimont  Triad  International  Airport,  which  is 
served  by  most  major  airlines,  or  the  Raleigh-Duriuun 
Intematicmal  Airport,  which  is  served  by  Soudiwest  Airlines 
and  other  carriers.  Most  Greensboro-area  ttotels  offer  free  shut- 
de  service  to  and  from  TO  airport. 

WUkerson  said  shutdes  again  will  be  available  to  and  from 
most  Greensboro-area  hotels  to  TO  coliseum  TO  TO  SBC  sessions 
and  TO  Sunday-Monday  events  such  as  TO  Pastors'  Conference 
and  Woman's  Missionaiy  Union  sessions.  Hotel  shutde  tickets 
will  be  available  at  TO  coliseum  TO  $10,  widi  children  12  and 
under  riding  free  with  parents  who  pundiase  tickets. 

New  and  expanded  duldcare  and  children's  ccmferences 
have  been  planned  for  TO  Greensboro  meeting,  widi  registra¬ 
tion  information  available  at  TO  annual  meeting  section  of  TO 
SBC's  www.sbc.net  website. 


David  W. 
Grumbach, 
has  resigned 
as  pastor  of 
Petal-Harvey 
Church,  Petal, 
to  assume  TO 
pastorate  of 
Heritage 
C  h  u  r  c  n  , 
Montgomery, 
Ala: 


tor.  Shown  are  Britt,  Tammy 
Britt,  Joshua  Britt,  and 
Mackenzie  Britt. 


Grumhudi 


Vkloi^  Chuich,  Bsasfield, 
has  called  Geor^  Gerald 
Auhmin  as  pastor.  Auhman, 
who  has  be«n  retired  TO  12 
years,  last  pastoted  Maybank 
ChurA  in  mtderinirg. 

Bcthcsda  Churdi,  Teny, 
has  called  Robbie  Britt  as  pae- 
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Scalia  not 
optimistic 
about.  Roe 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
South  Dakota's  enactment  of  a 
ban  on  abortion  has  boosted 
hopes  the  new  law  might  be  the 
venicle  for  a  reversal  of  Roe  v. 
Wade,  but  U.S.  Suprerne  Court 
Associate  justice  Antonin  Scalia 
said  recently  he  doubts  the  cur¬ 
rent  Supreme  Court  would  over¬ 
turn  the  1 973  opinion  that  legal¬ 
ized  abortion  nationwide,  arxl 
he  doesn't  know  if  it  ever  will. 

Speaking  to  a  gathering  of 
Swiss  professors  and  students 
on  March  8,  Scalia,  whose 
opposition  to  Roe  is  well 
known,  said  when  asked  if  the 
highly  criticized  ruling  would 
be  reversed  by  the  hi^  court, 
"I  have  no  idea.  I  have  no  idea 
whether  it  will  be.  It  Is  not  like¬ 
ly  to  be  overturned  with  the 
current  court,  because  there 
are  still  five  justices  on  our 
court ,  who  voted  in  favor  of 
Roe  vs.  Wade.  So,  if  I  had  to 
guess,  I  would  say,  'Not  yet  — 
maybe  not  [ever]  —  but  cer¬ 
tainly  not  yet." 

Scalia's  remarks  were 
reported  by  LifeNews.com, 
which  based  its  article  on  a 
French  Audio-Visual  Bureau 
news  report. 

If  Roe  is  overturned,  abor¬ 
tion  would  not  be  outlawed  in 
the  country.  Such  a  ruling 
would  simply  return  the  issue 
to  each  state,  which  would 
decide  whether  or  not  to  enact 
bans  on  thp  procedure. 


— 1 
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1.  OrgiMi  Dedication,  Firit  Church,  CIcvdand 


1.  First  Churc^  Cleveland, 
recendy  dedirated  its  new 
duee  manual,  92  rank  digi¬ 
tal  diuich  organ  with  imdi 
device  on  board,  ^lown, 
left  to  right,  are  pastor 
Bradley  Rushing,  Ric 
Grant,  Betty  Linosey,  Pat 
Ingram,  Pam  Raiwiy,  Jim 
Raney,  and  J.  E)avid  riart. 

2.  Stepping  Stone  Church, 
Port  Gibson,  ordained 
Gerald  Ashley  as  a  deacon 

5.  Shown  are  Roimie 
Hynum,  Bumice  Trevilion, 
Ashley,  and  pastor  Mark 
Dearman. 

3.  Calvary  Church,  Bdgiie 
Chitio,  ordained  their  youth 
miiuster,  Jeff  Freemaiv  to 
the  ministry.  Shown  are. 
Stephariie  Fieeinaiv  Fieeinaiv 
aito  pastor  Trent  Bilbo. 

4.  Sunrise  Church,  Leake 
County,  ordain^  John 
Sanders  to  the  miiustry. 
Shown  are  Sanders  and 
David  Addy,  pastor. 

5.  The  Covington-jefferson 
Davis  Association  is 
presendy  receiving  items 
tor  People  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina,  including  food 
items,  staples,  deanmg 
items,  buildiM  supplies, 
etc.  rnedf^,  cml  the 
office  at  (»1)  765-4689. 


765-4689. 


Crestwood  Church,  Boone* 
ville,  remembered  dw  50 
miUim  bafctes  aborted  widi 
50  crosses  displayed  in  had 
of  the  church. 


7.  Lottie  Moon  Offering  Goal 
Met,  Harmontown  Church, 
Como 


8.  Park  Haven  Chuidt,  Laurel, 
will  host  their  third  aimual 
live  drive  through  crudfix-- 
ion  Mar.  31-Apr.  1, 7-9  pm 

9.  Ilplersville  Church, 
Tiplersville,  held  a  dea- 
cem's  ordinatiot  Jan.  22. 
Showir,  hon  left,  are  Marie 
Fnmz,  Raikly  Futral,  and 
MikeMcMillm 

10.  Hi^iland  Church,  Adams 
Association,  exceeded  their 
$6/XX)  goal  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Quristmas  Offering. 

11.  Moselle  Memorial  Church, 
Mosdle,  is  hosting  a  gsi^l 
sing  featuring  me  Mark 
Thunmell  Trio  Mar.  19,  6 
pm.  A  love  offering  %rill  be 


7.  Pastor  James  F.  Rnkerton  of 
Harmontown  Church,  ^ 
Cbmo,  had  to  wear  a  "fimny 
haf  ff  the  church's  $3000 
Lottie  Mexm  Christmas 
Offering  goal  was  met  The 
offering  was  $3155. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


12.  Ccmcord  Church,  Acker¬ 
man.  will  host  a  sin; 


-  pm  Ro^  Griffith,  pasta. 

13.  First  Church,  Calhoun 
Qty,  is  hosting  a  reception 
for  retiring  Asscxiatiauil 

'  Missions  Dir^or  Wayne 
Gullet  Mar.  26,  2-4  p.m. 
Gullet  has  serv^  Calltoim 
Associadem  21  years. 

14.  Broadmoor  Church,  Mad¬ 
ison,  is  hosting  pioneering 
and  best-selling  comedi¬ 
enne  Chemda  Pioxre  on  her 
A  Piece  of  My  Mind  Tour 
with  special  guest  Hm 
Hawkins  Apr.  6  p.m. 
Advance  tickets  are  $19, 
and  are  available  at  the 
church  and  at  select 
Christian  bookstores. 
Tickets  are  also  available  by 
phone  at  (800)  965-9324  or 
online  at  www.Premier- 
Producticms.com  or  wwwi* 
tickets.com.  Group  priemg 
available.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  898-4974. 

15.  F  i  r  s  t 
Church, 

Vicksburg, 
is  hosting 
composer 
a  n  d 
arranger 
MarkH^ 

^r.  ^9. 

Hayes  will  .. _ 

conduct  a 
keyboard 

worieshop  Sat  fron  130-4 
pm  and  wiU  be  in  concert  3 
pm  Sun.  Fa  more  in^a^ 
mation,  call  (601)  636-2493. 

16.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Brandi,  will  host  a  commu¬ 
nity  singingMar.  18, 6  pm, 
featuriM  The  Low-Note 
Duo  (Charley  May  and 
Jerry  Lee  Smim). 


2.  Deacon  Onffnation,  Stepping  Stone  Church,  Port  Gmson 


3.  rreeman  Onffnation,  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chillo 


4.  Sanders  and  Addy,  Sunrise  Church,  Leahe  County 


6.  Display  of  50  Crosses,  Crestwood  Church,  BoonevHle 


The  Baptbt  Rbccsid 


9.  Fnmz,  Futral,  and  McMffNn,  TiplersvMe  Church,  lipletsviffe 

A 

-  . J  '  '  '  ■  Mabch16,2C 


10.  Vimiiani  Cucy  College 
will  present  Spring  Ring 
*06  Much  25  from  sio 
ejn.  until  1:15  pan.  on  the 
j^ttieslH^  camp«i^ 
Sprme  Flmg  *06  is  a  fun 
way  tor  freshmen  and 
transfer  students  to  learn 
about  the  college  aiui  reg¬ 
ister  for  classes.  For  more 
information*  call  (601) 
310-6103.  (800)  962-5991, 
ext.  103  or  einail  admis- 
sions#w  incarey.edu. 


Mary  Stewart  left  dean  of 
die  Joseph  ai^  Nancy  Fi^ 
Sdiool  of  Nursing  at 
'Mdlliam  Car^  CiMMge, 
receives  a  $25,000  dieck 
from  Pam  MeWy,  diief 
nursing  officer  at  Biloxi 
Regional  Medical  Center. 
The  funds  will  be  used  for 
nursing  'scholarship 
equq’ment  and  supplies  tor 
the  three  nursing  depart¬ 
ments  located  on  Carey's 
Hattiesburg.  Gulf  Coast 
New  Orleans  campuses. 


General  admission  is  $5 
and  tickets  win  be  avaiUMe 
at  the  door.  WCC  students 
are  admitted  free  of  charge. 
For  more  infomnation  caU 
the  school  of  music  at  (601) 
3188175. 


Award  (HEAC 
Thomas).  Rai^  111, 


Elame  Storey  Case,  aotolo- 
gy  maior  from  Brookhaven. 
were  honored  at  the  HEAD- 
WAE  awards  brmquet  in 
Jackson.  These  awards  we 
given  through  the  state  of 


armounced 
recently 
that  Argile 
Smith,  for¬ 
mer  chair 
of  the  divi¬ 
sion  of  p» 
total  min- 


William  R.  *8111*  HcraMn,  is^  he  served  churches  in 
47.  minister  of  music  at  New  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
H^ron  Churdi.  New  Hebron,  C^dahcHna,  Florida,  and 
died  Mar.  1  at  Femest  General  Alabama.  He  is  survived  by 
Hospital,  Hattiesburg,  with  his  wife  of  63  years,  Betty 
burial  at  Oloh  Cemetery,  Ruth  Moore,  diudren,  and 
Oloh.  He  is  survived  by  hn  grandchildren, 
wife,  Barbara  Pace  Hertrum  of 

New  Hebrtm;  his  mother,  Calvin  Gibson,  pastor, 
Mona  Pollock  Herman  of  Calvary  Indian  Church, 
Petal;  two  sisters,  Sonia  Union,  died  )an.  6  at  Riley's 
Herman  Gamer  of  F^l  arid  HospitaL  Meridian.  Gibson 
Tammy  Herman  Carney  of  was  a  servant  leader  of  the 
Brandon;  two  nieces  and  New  Choctaw  Association, 
seven  nephews.  He  was  a  serving  as  a  moderator;  vice- 
mendber  pf  the  Mississippi  moderator,  associational 
Singing  Churdimen.  '  musk  director;  and  other  posi¬ 

tions.  His  funeral  waslan.  9  at 
lames  Kehra  Moore,  87,  of  Pearl  River  Church,  Qioctaw. 
Newton  and  Meridian,  died  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Mar.  2sin  Meridian.  He  was  a  Delilah,  children  Alyssa, 
professor  in  the  School  of  Jamison.  Lisa.  JodUe.  Thsta^ 
Religious  Education  at  New  several  granddiildren,  his 
Orleans  Seinfruiry  from  mother  Dllie  Gibson,  and 
1953-1^6.  During  his  min-  .brothers  and  a  sister. 


Bibliocipher 

ch««B  Atev.  nij  -  joM 


FNKASG  TAE  CAC  ELR 
WRNE  PiOHl  YRGOXLREL 
KSE  ELNE  WRNE 

PlOHl  RTBSGREL  STEA 
RIRGFNXEOTD  FOCR. 

PtOHL  ELR  XAT  AC  WNT 
XLNFF  DOIR  STEA  UAS: 
CAC  LOW  LNEL  DAB  ELR 
CNaRG  XRNFRB. 

VALT  XOQ:  EPRTEU-XRIRT 
Clue:  F  =  L 

Hsue  imt  mUh  cr^ipioi^aplu  jnd 
eyuicise  mr  Bible  knomletUge-  A 
lUng  tunes  Wnion  Bble  wme  Iub 
been  encoded  be  leUer  subsabbon. 
the  sune  letter  h  substduled 
Buoufboui  be  puale.  SaKe  bt> 
Uuluidenoi:  Ancwertobsf  M«e&s 
puate:  tjbe  Sb;  fottr-One. 
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For  the  DeoT 

on  a  Church  Bus  ... 


RiteWEiy  Bus  Sales 


ISOHhvME* 


Give  the  Gift  that 


Back! 


EstabbsiiiQg  a  gift  muhy  widi  Mississippi  College 
win  provide  you  with  financial  rewards  lor  a  lifeline 
and  help  train  fitfure  Baptist  leaders.  As  an  annuitani 
you  wiH: 

•  Receive  fixed  and  reliable  annual  payments  fine  you 
andAr  a  loved  one  fcr  Me 

•  Eigoy  an  immediaie  federal  income  tax  deduction  ftr 
a  portion  of  your  gift 

<•  Gel  a  break  on  capital  gains  taxes 

•  Ensure  that  Mississippi  College  has  the  resources 
to  continue  to  strive  fiar  academic  excellence  and 
conunitment  to  the  cause  of  Christ 


Start  sometkimg. 

Fires  of  Revival  Bible  Conference 

MaRkl9-MMch22,2e06  V 


MissionLab  volunfeeis  take  on  New  Orleans  cleanup 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  A  ample  act 
of  service  spoke  volumes  to  Sid  Allen. 
'To  me  th^  represent  what  the  church 
should  be,  Alten  said  after  volunteers 
cleaned  out  his  flood-damaged  home. 
‘They  came  and  gjave  of  themselves  and 
askea  for  nothing  in  return.  ** 

The  volunteers  were  Southern  Baptists 
who  cane  to  New  Orleans  throve  the 
Missiord^  program  at  New  Chleans 
Seminary  (NOBiS)  in  late  Janu^.  These 
volunteers  are  making  a  significant 
intact  on  the  NOfflS  campus  and  in  the 
neiriiborhoc^  near  the  seminary  as  welL 

iW  semina^  launched  MisskmLab 
in  1999  to  proviK  custom  mission  expe- 
lietKes  for  youth,  college  students 
senior  adults.  Before  the  hurricane, 
MissionLab  focused  on  urban  ministry 
outside  the  seminary  gates. 

Hurricarte  Katruui  presented  a  unique 
challenge  for  MissionLab.  Floodmg  left 
the  dty  virtually  empty  and  NOBTS 
campus  housing  severely  damae^. 
Meanwhile,  many  Baptists  oegan  calling 
to  offer  help  with  carnpus  restoration. 

The  MissionLab  staff  adapted  for  new 
needs.  They  began  scheduline  volunteers 
to  help  dean  and  restore  me  cantpus. 
However,  from  the  start,  MissionLab 
directors  Bob  and  Linda  Jackson  hoped 
volunteers  also  would  be  able  to  help 
restore  homes  in  the  community.  That 
goal  was  reached  in  Januarv. 

SirKe  Oct.  31,  whm  semiruiiy  cleanup 
began,  volunteers  have  dearred  out  atvl 
pamted  numerous  carruHis  apartments 
arxl  buildmgs,  trimmeo  trees.  Laid  new 
sod  arnl  installed  new  fencmg.  The 
results  are  tangible  —  Southern  raptist 
volunteers  have  saved  the  semmaiy'  an 
estimated  $1  million  in  labiH-  costs. 

During  the  week  of  Feb.  19,  volun¬ 
teers  from  First  in  Collierville,  Term., 
continued  the  on-campus  restoration 
work.  Nine  members  of  the  church 
repainted  student  and  staff  apartments 
on  Lipsey  Street,  getting  the  campus 
ready  for  reopenirw  later  this  spring. 
This  was  the  second  team  sent  from  dw 


_  GETTINC  READY  —  On  New  Orleans  Seminary's  campus,  George  Lofton-from 
First  Church  in  Collierville,  Term.,  prepares  a  studem  apartment  for  a  fresh  coat  of 
paim.  (BP  photo  by  Gary  D.  Myers)  ~ 


Tennessee  diuich  and  plans  ate  under¬ 
way  to  send  two  rrmie  groups. 

Vohmteers  ate  still  needed  to  help 
with  the  marrunoth  restoration  effort  on 
campus.  Howevei;  when  large  g3Di.qp6.of 
vohmteers  come  to  camp^,  mejacksons 
send  some  into  the  neuhbothoods  to 
help  homeowners  like  Sid  Allen. 

Allen  fled  to  Kentudcy  after  the  storm 
and  returned  to  his  Job  m  New  Orleans 
at  The  Bridge  House,  a  drug  and  alcohol 
recovery  proeranir  in  0CtM)er.  Because 
of  his  wotv  soiedule,  AUen  couldn't  find 
time  tojgut  his  flooded  home.  His  nei^ 
bor  hacTreceived  help  from  MissionLab, 
so  Allen  gave  the  Jaocsons  a  call. 

Volunteers  from  First  Church  in  New 
Port  Rich^,  Fla.,  and  Central  Church  in 
Marlow,  dflda.,  spent  a  day  and  a  half 
gutting  Allen's  home.  The  job  would 
nave  taken  Allen  weeks.  Allen  was  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  act  of  kindness. 

"They  were  really  a  blessing,"  Allen 
said.  The  group  even  took  Allen  out  for 
lunch  after  they  finished  at  his  home.  , 

Post-hurricane  adaptability  also  will 
mark  the  seven-week  MissionLab  youth 
program  this  summer.  Traditional 
MissionLab  ministry  areas  such  as  the 
public  housing  proje^  and  mission 
centers  may  not  oe  open  this  summer. 
MissionLab  staffers,  searching  for  min¬ 
istry  opportimities,  noticed  entire 
nei^borhoods  of  FEMA  trailers  parked 
in  hont  of  severely  damaged  homes  as 
owners  work  to  salvage  and  rebuild. 

The  staffers  saw  the  clusters  of  trail¬ 
ers  as  perfect  locations  for  block  parties 
and  backyard  Bible  clubs. 

"The  neat  thing  is  the  operuiess  for 
allowing  us  to  come  into  mese  neigh¬ 
borhood,"  said  Rob  Wilton,  chapel  pas¬ 
tor  for  MissionLab.  "The  mirustry  that 
we  are  going  to  be  a  part  of  is  gomg  to 
be  unb«ievaDle." 

Wilton  said  the  MissioiiLab  staffers 
are  praying  for  a  movement  of  Cod  and 
matiy  to  accept  Ourist  when  200  youth 
per  week  descend  on  the  city  for  the 
outreach  this  summer. 


Mississippian  reelected  as  GiiideStoxie  trustee  chairman 


DALLAS  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  financial  assistarKe  —  enhatKed  par-  Shoipt  Investment  Grade  Debt  category 
CuideStone  Financial  Resourcecs  ticijMnts'  financial  security.  (out  of  179  and  181  funds  respectively), 

trustees  accepted  the  recommendation  '^We  have  completed  a  year  that  In  updating  trustees  on 
of  their  nominating  committee  and  added  value  to  our  paibcip»ants'  GuideStone's  medical  plans,  Jones 
reelected  William  T.  miale"  Patterson  of  accounts  and  provided  discounts  to  noted,  "Our  most  significant  improve- 
Jackson  as  chairman  for  a  one-vear  term  nrwmv  of  our  personal  plan  participants  ment  area  for  2005  was  in  our  medical 
during  their  regulaijy-scheduled  meet-  in  life  and  health  products."  Jones  said.  plans.  While  medical  inflation  is  run- 
ing  on  Feb.  27-S  in  Dallas.  Retirement  contributions  and  ning  at  about  8-10  percent  per  year, 

"Each  of  our  ministrv  areas  con-  rollovers  into  GuideStone's  retirement  over  40  percent  of  our  personal  med- 
tributed  to  enhancii^  the  financial  secu-  plans  grew  by  7  percent  during  the  ical  plan  participants  received  a  rate 
rity  of  our  participants  in  2005,"  past  year,  he  said.  decrease  in  2005  and  over  57  percent 

CuideStone  ,  Financial  Resources  Addhionaliy,  more  than  5UK)  partid-  rwived  a  rate  decrease  in  January  of 
President  O.  Sl  Fiawkins  told  trustees  of  pants  have  taken  advantage  of  the  this  year.  In  addition  to  the  rate 
the  Souffiem  Baptist  entitv.  Momingstar  Retirement  Manager  soft-  decreases,  participants  also  received 

Trustees  also  heard  reports  from  ware  lonelp  them  in  their  retirement  plan-  increased  benefits  such  as  copays  for 
John  R.  Jones,  chief  operating  officer,  ning  and  asset  allocation.  Jones  reported,  office  visits  at  medical  specialists  and 
and  Jeff^  P.  Billinger,  treasurer  and  "ard  over  30%  have  implemented  advice  enhanced  wellness  benefits.  The  corn- 
chief  finimcial  officer.  provided  this  online  tool"  bination  of  adding  over  1,200  iiew 

Addressing  trustees  from  Of  particular  note  was  the  success  of  participants  to  our  plans,  using  a  sin- 
Ecclesiastes  9:10.  which  states.  GuideStone's  retirement  investment  gle  provider  network  through 
"Whatever  your  hand  finds  to  do,  do  funds.  For  the  three  years  ending  Dec.  31,  Highmark  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield  and 
it  with  all  your  might,"  Hawkins  cited  2006.  10  of  the  13  GuideSlone  Funds  pharmacy  discounts  through  Medco 
GuideStone's  i^ion  statement:  mutual  funds  (GS4  dass)  were  ranked  in  has  significantly  helped  to  stabilize 
"GuideSlone  Financial  Resources  the  top  half  of  their  peer  uravetse  by  our  rrMical  plan  rates." 
exists  to  honor  the  Lord  by  being  a  Upper  Inc.  The  Reutersowned  company  Billinger  reported  that  GuideStone's 
life-lor^  partner  with  its  partkipanls  provides  a  nationally  recognized  compar-  total  assets  were  $8.9  billion  as  of  Dec.  31, 
in  enhancing  their  financial  security."  son  of  the  total  return  performance  of  2006,  cornpated  to  $8.1  billion  at  Dec.  31, 
"bi  order  to  accomplish  our  vision,"  mutual  funds  within  a  universe  of  funds  2D(M.  GuideSlone  reached  an  additional 
HawkifK  noted,  "we  must  demonstrate  having  similar  investment  obfectives.  milestone  with  total  assets  crossing  the  $9 
initiative  and  oitensitv."  bi  addition,  for  each  of  the  three-year  billion  mark  as  of  the  end  of  January  2006. 

Jones  then  updated  truste«  on  how  time  periods  endra  Dec.  31,  2006,  and  Reporting  on  the  results  of  the 
GuideStone's  program  areas  —  retire-  Jan.  31,  ^006,  the  Flexfole  Income  Fund  annual  external  audit,  Billinger  told 
ment,  investments,  insurance  and  (GS4)  was  rviked  first  by  Upper  ai  the  trustees,  "The  independent  auditor. 
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'  Family  Bible  Study 

Celebrate  People  Coming  to  Christ 

Luke  15: 1-7, 11-1^,  22-24,  28-32 


By  Huey  Pcdmon 


Most  Christians  profess  to 
have  a  clear  understanding  of. 
the  instructions  Jesus  gave  us  in 
the  "Great  Commission."  He 
instructed  us  to  make  disciples, 
baptize  them,  and  teach  ^m 
to  observe  the  things  He 
taught.  (Matt.  28:19-20)  Tnough 
many  understand  the  instruc¬ 
tions  it  saddens  me  that  only  a 
few  actually  try  to  follow  them. 
It  seems  tnat  the  majority  of 
church  members  are  satished 
with  sitting  and  soaking  every 
Sunday  while  the  worlp 
around  them  dies  and  goes  to 
Hell.  Otheifs  consider  them¬ 
selves  to  be  so  self-righteous 
that  they  will  not  associate  with 
"sinners."  The  modem  day 
church  has  e(|uated  lost  people 
with  something  that  is  dirty 
and  needs  to  be  avoided. 


But  there  is  hope.  In 
every  church  there  is  a 
•  small,  but  active,  band 
of  people  who  take  the 
instmctions  Jesus  gave 
as  a  heart  call  in  their 
These  are  the 
churches  who  oi 
the  lost  and  he! 


Dedmon 


lives. 

people  in  our 
[y  seek  out 
P 


make  them 


feel  welcome  and  wanted.  What 
is  the  attitude  all  Christians 
should  have  toward  people 
who  come  to  Christ  and  into  tfie 
church?  Our  passage  today  in 
Luke  15  ^ves  us  the  answer. 

Jesus  was  going  about  His 
normal  routine  and  found 
Himself,  as  many  times  He  did, 
surrounded  by  "tax  collectors 
and  siimers."  (Luke  15:1)  The 
Pharisees  and  teachers  of  the 
law  began  to  complain  about 
Jesus'  association  with  these 
people  they  considered 
’'unclean."  Jesus  responds  to 


their  complaints  with 
three  paraoles. 

In  me  parable  of  the 
"Lost  She^"  (Luke  15: 
1-7),  Jesus  tells  of  a 
shepherd  wha  had  one 
hundred  sheep  under 
his  care.  One  of  them 
gets  lost.  The  shepherd 
feaves.the  ninety  nine 
and  goes  looking  for 
the  lost  one.  When  he 
finds  his  lost  lamb,  he 
calls  his  friends  together  to  cele¬ 
brate.  Likewise  tm  parable  of 
the  "Lost  Coin"  (Luke  15:8-10) 
depicts  a  woman  who  loses  a 
vmuable  coin  and  searches  dili¬ 
gently  until  she  finds  it.  The 
parallel  obviously  portrays  how 
we  should  feel  about  a  lost  per¬ 
son  coming  to  know  Christ.  iTie 
trufi^  is  the  thing  that  makes 
Jesus  the  happiest  is  not  us  sit¬ 
ting  in  churm  every  Sunday, 
but  us  sitting  in  church  beside  a 
person  we  nave  brought  with 
us.  Jesus  clearly  teaches  us  that 
we  should  diligently  seek  die 
lost  and  rejoice  over  diem  when 
they  come  to  know  Him.  The 
compassion  of  Jesus  for  lost 
people  is  His  heart  cry  to  us.  We 


must  not  (xily  have  compassion 
for  the  lost,  but  also  go  out  and 
witness,  then  "compel  thran  to 
come  in".  Finally,  we  must 
make  a  conscious  efiort  to  make 
them  fell  welcome. 

It  would  seem  that  Jesus' 
teaching  would  have  been 
understood  by  the  Pharisees 
and  teachers  of  the  law,  but  that 
was  not  die  case.  He  used  die 
parable^f  the  "Lost  Son"  (Luke 
15:  i^^OT)  to  make  sure  there 
was  no  misunderstanding  about 
His  reason  for  being  amoi^  the 
lost  sheep  of.  Israel.  In  Luke  15: 
11-  24,  Jesus  ^ells  of  a  man  who 
had  two  sons.  The  younger  son 
asked  for  his  inheritance  early 
from  his  fadier.  After  receiving 
his  money,  he  left  home  and 
wasted  everything  he  had  living 
the  "good  ufe."  When  all  his 
money  was  gcme  he  found  him¬ 
self  taking  care  of  pigs.  He 


thought  ot  his  fathers'  house 
and  how  even  the  servants  were 
living  better  that  he  was,  so  he 
retiuned  home.  When  his  father 
saw  him  coming  he  ran  to  meet 
him  and  called  tor  a  great  cele¬ 
bration.  It  did  not  matter  to  die 
fadier  that  he  returned  empty 


handed,  it  only  mattered  that  he 
returned.  The  most  important 
thing  to  God  is  not  how  we  look, 
what  we  own,  or  even  how 
much  mmiey  we  give  to  the 
church.  It  is  all  as  "clanging 

gmbals  and  noisy  to 

xl.  True  followers  of  Christ 
celebrate  when  a  lost  perscm 
comes  home  to  die  Father. 

Luke  15:  28-32  points  us  to 
the  greatest  challenge  we  face 
in  the  church  today.  The  older 
brother  refused  to  join  the  cele¬ 
bration.  He  was  angry  because 
of  all  the  fuss  being  made  over 
his  wayward  bro^r.  He  had 
remained  at  home  and  worked 
for  his  father.  His  father  had 
never  given  him  a  party!  How 
much  this  sounds  like  us. 
"Well,  I'm  here  every  Sunday 
and  nobody  ever  makes  a  fuss 
over  me!"  We  are  safe  in  the 
sheep  pen,  but  there  are  many 
outside  the  pen  in  grave  dan¬ 
ger.  You  and  I  must  drop  our 
self-absorbed,  self-righteous 
attitude.  Many  are  going  to  die 
without  Christ  because  of  it. 

Dedmon  is  minister  education 
at  First  Church,  CrenoM. 


plundering  nations  doms  of  Babylon  and  Urartu  had  positioned  the  bronze 
and  many  of  her  citi-  before  turning  his  armies  loose  altar  as  an  offering  to  God.  The 
zenry  to  captors.  on  a  westwara  sweep.  EXiring  terror  with  which  King  Pulu 

Sadly,  the  attack  by  his  eighteen  year  reig^,  he  con-  held  sway  caused  great  fear 
Israel  and  Aram-  querra  Philistia,  destroyed  among  the  people  of  Judah. 
Damascus  was  some-  Damascus,  and  occupied  most  Many  of  them  were  taken  cap- 
thing  Judah  could  of  Israel,  eventually  establish-  tivity  and  sent  in  exile  to  other 
have  overcome,  had  ing  Assyrian  provinces  in  Assyrian  territories.  TTieir 
Ahaz  listened  to  and  Guead,  the  Galilee  and  other  nation  was  crumbling  and  it 
obeyed  God.  God  Mediterranean  areas.  was  a  time  of  great  crisis  and 

plainly  said  that  Ahaz  Ahaz  had  fair ''  warning  catastrophe,  all  as  a  result  of 
moula  not  lose  heart  about  King  Pulu's  westward  Ahaz's  refusal  to  trust  God. 
over  the  two  nations  and  their  invasion,  yet  the  inexperienced  Likewise,  we  are  fearful 

Eint  attack,  that  if  the  yoimg  king  still  refused  to  heed  the  when  our  security  is  threat- 

ng  trusted  God,  "It  will  not  strong  counsel  delivered  by  ened.  Catastrophes  of  personal 

take  place,  it  will  not  happen...  Isaiah:  "k  it  not  enough  to  try  and  national  size  endanger  us 

If  you  do  not  stand  firm  m  your  the  patience  of  men?  Will  you  and  we,  like  Ahaz,  must  choose 

faith,  you  will  not  stand  at  all."  try  the  batience  of  my  God  to  either  accept  or  reject  God's 

(Isaiah  7:7, 9)  also?...  The  Lord  will  bring  on  Word.  Although  our  territory 

r  Judah  had  also  refused  an  But  Ahaz  refused  to  believe  you  and  on  your  people  and  on  may  not  be  that  of  a  kingdom, 
ft  offer  to  join  forces  with  two  that  God  would  keep  His  .the  house  of  your  father  a  time  we  must  recognize  that  our 

\e  allies,  Israel's  King  Pekah,  arid  Word,  instead  choos^  man's  unlike  any  since  Ephraim  decisions  impact  the  genera¬ 
ls  Rezin,  kingof  Aram-Damascik,  reasoning  over  faith.  The  kings  broke  away  from  Judah  —  he  tions  tiiat  will  follow  amr  uS. 

a  otherwise^own  as  Syri^  The  of  Israel  and  Aram-Damascus  will  bring  the  king  of  Assyria."  Will  we  be  fiiithful  to  believe 

two  kings  wanted  to  strengthen  attacked  Judah,  who  became  (Isaiah  7:13, 17)  and  obey  God's  commanck,  to 

)f  the  three  countries  in  case  of  an  weaker  than  she'd  ever  been.  Still,  Ahaz  sent  an  inviflhon  live  life  acconjUhg  to  Hk  Word? 
if  Assyrian  attack,  but  they  were  Struggling  to  regain  hk  crip-  to  King  Pulu  to  aid  Judah  in  Will  we  stand  firm  in  our  fiuth? 

is  rejected.  This  snub  led  to  an  plednation,  Anaz  foolishly  her  recovery  from  the  attack  Truly,  we  can  depend  cm  God  to 

le  invasion  by  the  two  allied  chose  to  appeal  to  the  Assyrian  by  King  Pekah  and  King  do  what  He  sa^  He  will  do. 

te  nations  against  Judah,  and  king  for  Wlp.  King  llglath-  Rezin.  l^t  only  did  Ahaz  send  After  all.  He  said  it,  and 

6  thou^  tiiey  failed  to  overtake  pileser  III,  nicknamed  1^1  or  gifts  to  Pulu,  he  also  replicated  that  settles  it. 

g  Jerusalem,  Ahaz's  army  was  Pulu,  was  one  of  Assyrian's  the  king's  pagan  altar  and  - 

ts  dealt  a  significant  blow.  Judah  greatest  conquerors,  having  placed  it  in  the  temple  where  Clendinning  is  a  member  cf 

i-  lost  much  of  her  riches  to  the  overtaken  the  eastern  king-  his  forefather  King  Solomon  First  Church,  Brandon. 
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New  Cooperative  Program  outlook  taking  shape 

NIAClHVn  I  P  Tann  ^ _^_a A.  _l  a  •  1 
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NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  Difference  is  easy 
to  see.  It's  a  DVD  being  mailed  to  SouBwm  Baptist 
churches  across  the  country. 

'The  love  of  Southern  Baptists  is  making  a  differ¬ 
ence  through  Ae  Coc^rative  Piogram,"  the  cover  of 
the  DVD  states.  The  DifferetKe  DvD  focuses  <m  how 
Southern  Baptists  have  been  at  the  leading  edge  of 
taping  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina  —  as  well  as  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  tsunami  in  Asia,  the  earthquake  in  Pakistan 
imd  other  natural  disasters. 

"Pastors  are  supported,"  when  Southern  Baptists 
give  tlm>ugh  die  Cooperative  Program,  the  DVD  cover 
no^."CongrMations  are  being  restored.  Lives  are 
beiM  changedrorever." 

The  Cooperative  Program,  however,  reaches  far 
beyond  disaster  relief:  S&te  by  state,  nationally  and 
interrationally,  CP  gifts  from  Sout^m  Baptist  churches 
Iwlp  impart  dw  Go^>el  to  people  in  need  of  Christ  with¬ 
in  state  lines  and  across  fwrtn  America  and  the  world. 

The  Difference  DVD,  distributed  by  the 
Cooperative  Program  office  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee,  includes  four  video  segments  of  varying 
tenths  that  can  be  used  in  sermons  or  other  parts  m 
a  church  service,  Sunday  School  and  aiw  otner  set¬ 
ting  to  explain  the  crucial  role  the  Cooperative 
Program  plays  in  the  overall  scope  of  ^uthem 
Baptist  outreach,  from  disaster  relief  to  evangeliza¬ 
tion  of  people  worldwide  in  cities  and  across  the  'More  convinced  than  ever' 

countryside  who  do  not  know  the  name  of  Jesus. 

David  E.  Hankins,  executive  director  of  the  Katriiui-  Morris  H.  Chapman,  president  of  the  Executive 
Baptist  Convention,  states  via  Ae  Cranmittee,  noted,  "Now  more  than  ever,  1  am  con- 
DVD:  "The  wonderful  thing  about  our  Southern  vinced  that  the  Cooperative  Program  is  ttve  most  effi- 
raptet  network  and  our  Cooperative  Program  mis*  cient  and  effective  funding  meffKxi  for  accomplish'““ 
SI^  funding  process  is  that  not  only  were  our  partners  die  Acts  1:8  mandate  to  be  Christ's  witx>esses  —  bei 
aWe  to  come  to  our  aid  in  this  disaster,  but  not  one  nine  where  we  are  and  ultimately  reaching' to  the  e 
omer  ministry  failed  that  was  going  cm  before  the  hur-  of  me  earth.  Consequently,  1  am  greatly  encouraged 
ric^,  except  those  ri^t  in  the  hurricane  area.  the  incredible  amount  of  fresh  energy  and  syne 

"We  didn't  have  to  oring  home  not  one  intemation-  fcxrused  cm  die  Ccxiperadve  Progr^.  Bob  Rogers, 
al  missionary  becat^  of  the  worst  natural  disaster  to  for  CP,  and  his  team  are  producmg  some  exci&\g  r 
^r  hit  on  U.S.  soil.  Why?  Because  dre  Ccwperative  resources  to  heighten  awareness  among  South 
ProCTam  had  diat  takm  care  of.  Baptists  of  the  tremendous  return  cm  I^gdom  inv 

Coiud  you  imagine,"  Hankins  continues,  "if  all  ment  achieved  through  die  Cooperative  Program.  T1 
these  affected  areas  had  been  supporting  their  mis-  efforts  together  widi  die  recent  adoption  of  die  Ad  I 
sionanes  just  directly  c)ut  of  their  congregation,  and  Cocmerahvq  Program  Committee's  recommendati 
their  rongregadon  [was]  destroyed?  Not  oiuy  would  it  by  tne  state  executives  and  die  Executive  Committee 
stop  ministry  here,  but  those  missionaries  would  already  getting  tracticm  and  building  momentum, 
have  b^  left  without  a  lifeline  out  there  in  the  far-  ''Just  imagine/'  Chapman  said,  "what  we  i 
in  the  world...,  accomplish  with  greafer  CP  support:  more  missior 

Southern  ^ptists  Cooperative  Program  has  ies  sent  with  the  Gospel  to  unreached  people  groii 
these  ministries  —  24/7,  365,  we're  more  church  planters  to  establish  more  new  cnuic: 


•  "the  election  of  state  and  national  ccmvention  offioers 
whose  churches  give  at  least  10  percent  of  their  undesig¬ 
nated  receipts  throu^  the  Coopmtive  Program." 

•  "each  state  ccmvention  [to]  have  a  plan  for  for- 


with  the  Ccx^rative  Program  Advance  Plan  Ming 
one  possible  mcxiel"  as  a  way  to  give  more  throu^  CP 

•  "the  2006  SBC  and  state  conventicm  annual  m^- 
ings  be  used  to  launch  an  SBC-wide  celebration  of  and 
emphasis  cm  die  Ccx^rative  ProCTam." 

•  the  m^ilizing  of  high-prcmle  pastors  as  "CP 
Champions"  ai^  recruiting  churches  to  pilot  a  year- 
lcM«  steward^p /Cooperative  Program  emphasis  to 
build  awareness  c>f  the  impact  a  church  can  nave  vi4 
CP  Missions  in  fultiUing  die  Great  Commissicm. 

•  state  and  naticmal  publicaticms  "to  actively  include 
CP  stories  and  informaticm  as  regular  features  in  every 
issue....  The  CP  ccmnections  must  be  clwly  stated  in 
each  article;  we  cannot  assume  our  people  know  all  that 


aent  and  effective  funding  meffK>d  for  accomplishing  throum  with  it,  it  will  be  a  historic  bieakthiou^ 
dw  Acts  1:8  mandate  to  be  Christ's  witnesses  —  begin-  Kingdom  [and]  for  Scmthem  Baptists."  The  / 
nir^  where  we  are  and  ultimately  reaching' to  the  ends  Ccxiperative  Program  Committee  report  joins  tvi 
of  die  earth.  Consequendy,  1  am  gready  encouraged  by  recendy  released^  repents  that  togedier  mdicate 
the  incredible  amount  of  fnp«h  PfflOIW  at/nOrCTl/  Du^. 


Program  to  "help  chuiches  understand  that  volunteer 
missions  should  be  built  on  the  foundation  of  their 
giving  through  the  CP,  not  in  place  of  it." 

The  recommendations  are  "a  historic  step  for¬ 
ward  as  Southern  Baptists  in  the .  work  of  the 
Cooperative  Program,"  Anthony  Iordan,  executive 
director  of  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of. 
Oklahoma,  said  durmg  the  Executive  Committee's 
Feb.  20-21  meeting  in  Nashville,  Tenn, 

Chapmw  agr^,  noting, "...  [I]f  we  follow  all  die  way 
diroum  with  it,  it  will  be  a  historic  breakthrough  for  die 
Kingdom  [and]  for  Southern  Baptists."  The  Ad  Hoc 
Cooperative  Prognun  Committee  report  Joins  two  other 
recendy  released  CP  reptnis  that  togedier  mdicate  a  grow- 


resoi^es  to  heighten  awareness  among  Southern 
Baptists  of  the  tremendous  return  on  Kingdom  invest¬ 
ment  achieved  through  die  Cooperative  Program.  Their 
efforts  together  widi  die  recent  adoption  of  me  Ad  Hoc 
Coeperahvq  Program  Committee's  recommendations 
by  the  state  executives  and  die  Executive  Committee  are 


>y  the  state  executives  and  die  Executive  Committ 
ilready  getting  tractiem  and  building  momentum. 
"Just  imagine,"  Chapman  said,  "what  wt 


•  the  SBC  Funding  Study  Committee,  an  11-mem- 
ber  group  created  by  the  Executive  Committee  in  20M, 
which  issued  one  of  its  ongoing  reports  to  the 
Exe^^tive  Committee  Feb.  20  widi  various  recommen¬ 
dations  bv  which  SBC  entities  could  give  greater  visi¬ 
bility  anci  promotion  to  the  Cooperatwe  Program. 


we  can 


accomplish  with  greater  CP  support:  more  missionar 
ies  sent  with  the  Gospel  to  unreached  people  grout 


•  the  Task  Force  on  Cooperation,  an  eight-member 
)im  ofTour  state  executives  and  four  SBC  entity 
ids  created  jointly  by  the  state  execs  and  the  SBC 


M  Just,,  imagine,"  Oiapman  said,  "what  we  can  group  offour  state  execufives  and  four^SBC  entity 

n  «  u  accomplish  wifo  greafer  CP  support,  more  missionar-  heads  created  jointly  by  the  state  execs  and  the  SK 

takph  sent  w,*  the  Gospel  to  v^ached  people  groups.  Great  Commi^ion  GoUncil  of  SBC  entity  heads  in 

taken  care  of  all  these  muiistries  —  24/7,  365,  we  re  more  church  planters  to  establish  more  new  churches  2000,  which  issued  a  report  last  Septem^r,  with  a 

®  that  will  readi  more  people,  more  seminary  trained  number  of  recommendSSis  parall^g  the  Ad  Hoc 

1 L  ^  here  in  the  path  ministers  to  equip  churches  Id  reach  tile  lost  and  disci-  Cooperative  Program  CommittM's  report, 

ot  Katnna,  Hankins  notes.  pie  the  saved,  more  ministry  that  shows  tfie  love  of  ^ 

in  Jesus  in  practical  ways,  and  more  godly  influence  on  Pastors' viewpoint 

Aaatttonal  Resources  the  moral  and  cultural  challenges  we  face  as  a  natiem. 

A  D _  1  "Again  it  is  my  fervent  prayer  that  these  concerted  Such  recommendations  likely  will  prompt  a  hearty 

A?  **  will  inspire  a  renewed  sense  of  passion  among  amen  from  pastors  across  the  country  convinced  that 

bemg  to  ^  SBC  s  ^,0d(Vplus  chmehes:  VVhen  Southern  Baptists  to  give  systematicaUy  and  sacrifi-  ttieir  church^ gifts  through  tiie  Com^tive  PtYMn-am 


Additional  Resources 


Pastors'  viewpoint 


A  secemd  Coopei^ve  Program  resource  also  is  efforts  will  inspire  a  renewed  sense  of  passion  among 
Mmg  mailra  to  me  SBC's  43,0(XVplus  churches:  When  Southern  Baptists  to  give  systematicaUy  and  sacrih- 
Saints  Go  Marchii^  In,  by  Hankins,  who  formerly  was  daily  tiirougn  the  Cooperative  Program  so  that  togeth- 
me  Executive  Committee  s  vice  president  for  er  we  might  do  more  than  ever  to  reach  people  of 
Cooperahye  Program,  and  Norm  Miller,  a  freelance  every  tribe  and  tongue,  every  people  and  nation  with 
writer  and  ordained  minister  in  Richmond,  Va.  the  glorious  Gospel,"  Chapman  said. 


me  executive  i^ommittee  s  vice  president  for 
Cooperative  Program,  and  Norm  Mill»,  a  freelance 
writer  and  prdair^  minister  in  Richmixul,  Va. 

The  small  book  likewise  recounts  "how  and  why 
Southern  Baptists"  —  tiie  nation's  third-largest  disas¬ 
ter  relief  .group  —  "made  such  a  difference"  in 
Katrina's  anermath,  the  book's  cover  states. 

The  DVD  and  book  are  tiie  first  in  a  luie  of  quarterly 
CP  Misskms  resources  to  be  released  by  tiie  Cooperative 
Program  office  of  the  Executive  Cranmittee. 

Also  beiM  distributed  in  cwijunction  with 
Cooperative  Program  day,  ^ril  9,  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention;  a  founpart  series  for  state  Baptist 


Such  reCommendatiems  likely  will  prompt  a  hearty 
amm  from  pastors  across  the  country  convinced  that 
tiieir  churchy'  gifts  through  tiie  Cooperative  Program 
make  a  different  worldwide. 


New  CP  vision 

The  Ad  Hoc  Cooperative  Program  Committee  ref¬ 
enced  by  Chapman  reflects  an  unprecedented  stir- 


make  a  difforent  worldwiM. 

"Every  diurch  has  its  own  identity,"  pastor  Tun 
Marrow  of  First  Church  of  West  Albuquerque,  said  in  a 
CP  feature  carried  by  Baptist  Press,  "but  [the 
Cooperative  Program]  is  something  every  Southern 
Baptist  chun^  can  be  a  part  of,  so  that  every  person  has 
an  opportunity  to  hear  me  Gospel  before  Jesus  returns." 

Pastor  David  Pope  of  Western  Avenue  Church  in 
Connersville,  Ind.,  "Where  else  can  a  diurch's  finan- 


-  - - r - - - «  ewawa  s^mwM%M  a  ^IIUlVIl  Ul 

erenced  by  Chapman  reflects  an  unprecedented  stir-  Connersville,  Ind.,  *Where  else  can  a  church's  finan- 
rmg  among  Baptist  leaders  across  the  country  to  for-  dal  investment  reap  such  eternal  rewards...?  Through 
tify  Southern  Baptists'  giving  through  the  tiie  Cooperative  Program  we  get  to  have  a  hand  in  all 
Cooperative  Program  enc'  .* _ ^ _ / _ .• 


- — ^ -  six  SBC  seminaries,  atiiect  policy  in  our  nation's  capi- 

encompassing  eight  stale  Baptist  exec-  tal,  and  have'a  haiid  in  missionary  efforts  all  around 


Brand,  associate  professor  of  Christian  foeology  at 
Southern  Baptist  Tneological  Seminary.ln  Louisvilfe,  Ky. 

The  series  addresses  the  Great  Need  at  the  heart 
of  the  Cooperative  Program  —  people  amid  "the 
world's  pain  ...  [who  are]  ready  for  the  Gospel";  the 
"Great  Strategy  —  one  that  is  thoughtful,  prayer¬ 
ful,  comprehensive  and  cooperative,  as  opposed  to 
competitive,  for  advancing  the  Gospel;  the  Great 


^  measures  caU  for.  Wheat  Ridge,  Colo.,  said,  "A  pastor  has  to  ask,  'V^t 

.  every  segnent  of  SBC  lire ...  to  reaffirm  our  com-  could  we  oo  in  impacting  the  lostness  in  our  world  if 
mtmmt  to  btolical  stewardslup  and  to  our  coopera-  every  person  would  get  mvolved  in  the  Cooperative 
tiOT  in  the  Great  Commission /Acts  1:8  mission,"  Program?  How  many  more  people  could  be  reached? 
reflecting  evangelic  tiiat  stretches,  from  a  church's  What  could  we  do  if  every  enunm  cooperated  the  wav 
rommi^ty  to  peopte  who  have  yet  to  hear  the  Gospel  they  want  their  members  to  cooperate?' 
tiirwmout^  world.  Tf  we're  not  as  a  church  giving  at  least  10%  to 

1  to  tithe  of  his  financial  resources  to  his  the  Cooperative  Program,  how  can  we  ask  our 

local  (nurch  and ...  all  Southern  Baptist  diurdies  to  adopt  members  to  tithe?"  Wittman  said.  "I  know  there  are 


•  every  segment  of  SBC  lire ...  to  reaffirm  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  biblical  stewardship  and  to  our  coopera¬ 
tion  in  the  Great  Commission/ Acts  1:8  mission," 
reflectine  evaneelism  tiiat  stretHies  from  »  rhurrh's 


competitive,  tor  acivancmg  ttie  Gospel;  the  Great 

Results  with  "thousands  of  missionanes,  thousands  _ _ 

studente  and  hundreds  of  workers  in  local  diurch  and ...  aU  Southern  ^ptist  diurdies'to  ad^ 
cluldim  s  homes  and  other  helping  ministries"  sup-  a  misskxial  mindset  as  they  contribute  at  least  10  peremt 
ported  ^ugh  the  Cooperative  Program;  and  a  of  their  undesignated  receipts  through  the  Coopmtive 
Obligation  --  responding  to  Jesus'  call:  Prograih  to  local  and  global  iiussions."  High  priority 
Pray  the  Lord  oF  the  Iwrvest  to  send  forth  workers  should  be  given  to  "the  development  of  qualite  steward- 
mto  the  harvest  (Matthew  9:38).  ship  training  materials  with  an  emphasis  on  tithing." 


members  to  tithe?"  Wittman  said.  "I  know  there  are 
other  ways  of  doing  missions,  but  there  is  no  better 
way  than  the  Cooperative  Program.  [Itj  is  the  most 
effective  way  to  reach  the  world  witii  the  Gospel  of 
Jiwus  Christ.  That's  why  we're  involved  with  it. 
We're  a  missions-minded  church." 


